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Between June 15 and August 3 excavation
and survey work continued at the Sanctuary of
Zeus at Mt L}-*lcaion, where nvestigations have
been underway since 2004. The team included
spectalists and students from several universities,
but primarily from the University of Pennsylvania
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology and
the Unversity of Arizona, in collaboration with
the A®' Ephoreia of Prehustoric and Classical
Antiquities, Tripolis. The co-directors of the
project are Dr. Michalis Petropoulos, Ephor
of Antiquities of the A®'Ephoreia, Dr, David
Gilman Romano of the University of Pennsylvania
Museum of A.tdmeolngy and Anthmpolog}?, and
Dr. Mary Voyatzis of the Unuversity of Arizona.

In addition, Anastasia Pa.mgiotopmdou, Director
of the Archaeological Institute of Peloponnesian
Studies in Tripolis, has been one of our
collaborators trom the outset of the project. The
work was carried out under the auspices of the
American School of Classical Studies at Athens
and was made possible through the continued
generosity of individuals, foundations and Greek-
American supporters from the United States.
The financial support of Mr. and Mrs Nicholas
Rarabots of Fort Washington, Pennsylvania and
Ms. Annette Merle-South of Princeton, New
]exse:}-', continue to be instrumental m a.llowing
the project to take place. The Greek-American
team, which consisted of up to 55 students and

The Mt. Lykaion team outside the Dining Palace and the Ethnographic Museum of Ano Karyes,



staft over the course of the summer, sra}fed in
village accommedations in Ano Karyes and in
nearby Kastanochoro1. The generous and cordial
assistance given to all members of the project by
the Politistikos S}_'llogos of Ano Kar}'cs. and its
President, Mr. Christos Koumoundoures, continued
to make it possible for us to live comfortably i the
region and to carry out our work at Mt. Lykaion.
Qur 2010 investigations had numerous
components including continued scientific
excavation, ropographical and architectural
survey work, geologﬁcal survey, faunal and floral
analyses, chemical residue analyses, architectural
documentation, planru'ug for the heritage park,
and museum and conservation activities. Iwo
topographical survey teams, one at the summit of
the mountain and the other in the lower mountain
meadow, assisted with excavation recording. The

From top right clockwize: Ton Weiland and members of his team
of surveyors at work; Tassos Georgoras demonstrating flotation to
discover palecbotantcal remains: Gabeiel Bukett documenting an
elevation of the ‘cornider’ in front of the “xenon buiding,
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From top going clockwizs: 5th century B.C, Argive sifver
henudrachm; Sth century B.C. silver Aeginitan hemidrachm; Dan
Diffendale and team ar work ar the altar; every spoonful of earth 1
steved from the altar; location of the trenches on the southern peak
of Mt Lykaion.

topographical survey teams also worked closely
with the architectural team, which continued

to document all of the architectural blocks at

the site. The architectural team, comprised

of six architectural students, worked on the
documentation of the 67 m. long stoa, the 39 m.
Iong series of seats to the north of the stoa, the
nearby fountam house, the “corridor” in front of
the “xenon’ building, and the bath building. One of
our architectural students was funded by the Samuel
H. Kress Foundation as was our conservator Ms.
Terr: Moreno of the Arizona State Museum. A
team from the A®’ Ephoreia cleared a portion of
the ancient Agno Fountain, halfway between the
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lower and the upper levels of the sanctuary.
Excavation from 2009 was continued in several
trenches and several new trenches were begun. At
the altar we continued Trench Z, extending the
trench to the north as well as expanding it to
the east in several different areas. Stratigraphic
sequences continue to reveal evidence for the
eatliest activity from the altar, dating from the
prehistoric period and including pottery from the
Late Neolithic, Earl}-' Helladic, Middle Helladic,
and the Late Helladic periods, most of it mixed
with burnt animal bones. The Mycenaean
material includes iarge numbers of k}-'likes. deep
bowls, stemmed bowls, cups, asko1, human and
animal figurines of terracotta and other small
tinds. Above this level we continue to find Sub-
h—i}?cenaeau and Dark Age material, and above
that, Geometric, Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic
sherds, in what appears to be a continuous
sequence. Bronze tripods, coins, metal objects
and miniature dedications were discovered. Trench
77, approximatel}' 10 m. to the south of Trench
Z was extended toward the northeast. Cur work
at the altar was supported in part by a grant from
the Institute of Aegean Prehistory. Finally, 50

Mt Lylaion Excavation
and Survey Project

m. below the altar, to the south of the southern
summit, we initiated Trench KK where there may
have been a roadway or a dromos.

In the lower sanctuary Trench G was continued
in the area to the north of the seats. Trench
N was extended to the northeast of the ‘xenon’
exposing more of the sub-surface open air corridor.
Multiple trenches, DD, EE, FF, L, M, N and
O and their extensions in the area of the 67 m.
long stoa revealed more of the front and interior
foundations of the building as well as the western

Top: a collection of Sub Mycenaean and Dack Age sherds from the
altar; Boitom left: Plan of excavarions in the lower sanctuary Bottom
right: View of the stoa excavations




end. A new trench, GG, was dug i the vicimty of
the statue bases to the east of Trench G. Trench ]
was excavated in the fountain house. In the area of
the hippodrome we opened Trench HH and found
a portion of the surface of the hippodrome floor.
On August I, the Mt. Lykaion Excavation and
Survey Project hosted a workshop, (nuepida),
in the Cultural Center of Megalopolis, at which
the proposal for the Parrhasian Heritage Park of
the Peloponnesos was presented and discussed.
The park would serve to protect and umfy
the ancient cities and sanctuaries in the area
of Western Arcadia, Northern Messenia and
Southern Elis. This conference was well attended
(200-300 individuals) and was represented by
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the Tripolis Ephoreia and local and regional

government leaders of Greece. Dr. Michalis
Petropoulos, Ms. Anastasia Panagiotopoulou,
Dr. I\;’Iar}' ‘u"oyatzis, Dr. David Gilman Romane,
Dr. Costas Cassios, Mr. Mark Davison and Ms.
Ximena Valle gave presentations at the event, The
audience participated 1n a lively discussion with
the presenters at the end of the event and broad
and enthusiastic support was expressed for the
establishment of such a park m the region. Fmally
the project has leased an apotheke in Tripolis for
the finds from the Mt. Lykaion Excavation and
Survey Project. We will undertake our study
seasons for the next two summers at this site.

Clockwise fiom right: view of apotheke
(storage space) in downrown Tripolis;
Wisit of WNicholas and Athena Karabots
to the village of Anc Karyes to meet with
Megalopolis Mayor Takis Bouras and
village leaders; vertical banner that was
produced for the August I presentarion
of the Parrhasian Heritage Park o over
200 individuals in the Cultural Cenrer
of Megalopolis. Multiple banners were
hung in the city streets of Megalopolis
in the days preceding and following the
presentarion.



We gratefully acknowledge the support of the
following, who have contributed to the ongoing
success of the project:

CIreLE OF ZEUS:

The Karabots Foundation in honor of
Constance Chrisomalis Karabots from
Anavrity, Sparta (which overlooks Mt.
Lykaion) and George Karabots of
Malandren, Argos.

The Arete Foundation

The Samuel H. Kress Foundation

The Niarchos Program for the Promotion of
Hellenic Culture, University of
Pennsylvana

The 1984 Foundation

Institute for Aegean Prehistory

The Wallace Foundation

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Arch Brown

Ms. Susan W, and Mr. Cummins Catherwood, Jr.

M. J. Garfield DeMarco
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Ms. Annette Merle-Smith

Mz James H. Ottaway, Jr.

SPONSORS:

Ms. Elizabeth T, Bates

Ms. Dorothy Dinsmoor

Mr. Peter C. Ferry

Ms. Susan Horsey §

Mz and Mrs, Edward K. Hueber
Mz Brian Kelly

Mz, and Mis. Terry O'Connor

Dr. George Papanicolaou
M. and Mrs. ]. Barton Riley

FriEnDs oF MT. Lyxaion:

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Adamson
Ms. Betty Edmonson
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Ferro
Ms. Nancy Jensen

Ms. Claire Kolins

Mr. Leon Limperis

Ms. Marty Lynch

Mr. Neil E. Matthew
Mr. Alexander Nagel
Ms. Sallie Naylor

Mr. Ned Nelson

Mr. and Mrs, Chuck Ot
Mr. Danel |. Peters & Dr. Annette Kolodny
Mr. Jerenmah Reedy

Amy Plopper digging down towards the floor of the hippodrome;



Mr. and Mrs. Gemge Rﬂsenberg CORPORATE SPONSORS:

Dr. Peter Salamon & Ms. Patricia Morgan
Mz, Curtis Scaife

Ms. Cita Scott & M. Harry George

M. Sidney Searles

Ms. Heather Sigworth

Ms. Vasiliki M. Spiers

October Films, UK

Healthmark Foot and Ankle Associates
Gusto Creative

Main Line Endodontic Associates

Ms. Angel Voratzis Locar SupporT nv GREECE:

Mr. Daniel Wachtler Syllogos of Ano Karyes, Arcadia:

Ms. Margaret Wilson Mr. Christos Koumoundouros, President

Myr. and Mrs. Peter Yiannos Mr. Kyriakos Karagiannis, Former President
M. Nikos Kostopoulos, Former President

INSTITUTIONAL SPONSORS: Mayor of Megalopolis, Mr. Panayiotis Bouras

Ma]ror of Gort}-'nos. Mr. Kostas Michopoulos
Ma]ror of Phalaisias, Mr. Yiannis Phousekis
Ma]ror of Tripolis, Mr. Alexandros Kotsianis
Ma]ror of Andritsena, Mr. Trifon Athanasopoulos
Ma]ror of Phigaleia. M. Yiannis Pipiles

The University of Pennsylvania Museum of
Archaeology and Anthropology

Graduate Group in the Art and Archaeology of the
Mediterranean World, University of

& I:{e:msy(l}v:nia L Voot e Mayor of Andania, Mr. Giorgos Diagoupes
aduate 01.1P.1n cient History, University o Mayor of Eira, Mr. Giannis Adamopoulos
Pennsylvania

Vastas Cultural Sov::ierj,fI Photis Zois, President

Nomarchis of Arcadia, Mr. Demetrios
Keonstandopoulos

Patriotic Societies Union of Lykosoura. Kyﬁakos
Kaxagiamlis, President

University of Arizona, College of Humanities
University of Arizona, International Programs
Hellenic Cultural Foundation of Tucson, Arizona
Hellenic University Club, Philadelphia

Hellenic Unjversit}' Club, Wﬂmington. Delaware

Left: Equipment used for excavation; Right: spitakia ( storage sheds) to store equipment in the off-season

el
!



Kastanochoroi Cultural Society, Elias
Pavlopoulos, President
Lykaion Cultural Society, George

For further information about the project,
please contact:

Thomopoulos, President Dr. David Gilman Romano
Cultural Society of Ano Karyes, Arcadia, ‘O dromano@sas.upexm.echl
Lykaios Dias, Christos Koumoundouros, (215)898-4437
President
39th Ephoreia of Prehistonic and Classical Dr. Mary Voyatzis
Antiquities, Tripolis mev(@u.arizona.edu
American School of Classical Studies at Athens (520) 621-3446
All photos are b}.- Eric Fe:gason, Terr1 Moreno, Pro}]?;;jj"lfy;:mmmmnmorg
David Gilman Romano, Mary E. Voyatzis. Projet blog:
Contributions b}r Jon Weiland, Andrew Insua, http: / fmotmﬂ ykaion.wor dpress.com
Jenny Hong, and Olivia Tarricone.
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