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The co-directors of the project are Dr. Anna 
Karapanagiotou, Director of the  Ephoreia of  Arcadian 
Antiquities, Dr. David Gilman Romano and Dr. Mary 
Voyatzis, both of the University of Arizona.  The work 
was made possible through the generosity of 
individuals, private foundations, and supporters from 
the United States.  The financial support of Mr. and 
Mrs. Nicholas Karabots of Fort Washington, Pa. and 
Ms. Annette Merle-Smith of Princeton, New Jersey 
continues to be of major importance.  The project also 
received important recent support from the 1984 
Foundation and continued funding from INSTAP.  The 
Politistikos Syllogos of Ano Karyes and its President, 

Mr. Kyriakos Karagiannis, and its former President 
Mr. Christos Koumoundouros, have continued to 
support all of our efforts in Arcadia.  For the third year, 
the owner of the Abeliona Retreat in the village of 
Abeliona, Messenia, Mr. Spyros Angelopoulos, also 
provided food and accommodation at a greatly reduced 
price for our entire team. This was our fifteenth 
continuous year of work at the site of Mt. Lykaion, and 
our third excavation season after five study seasons, 
2011-2015, following five years of excavation, 2006-
2010, and two years of preliminary geophysical and 
topographical survey, 2004-2005.
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In preparation for the season, between June 10-14 nine 
students and staff worked in our apotheke, located at 
32 Heroon Polytechnion in Tripolis, opposite the 
Archaeological Museum.  We worked to finish the 
washing and cataloguing of pottery from the end of the 
2017 season as well as to host several of our scholars 
in the apotheke studying their assigned material for 
publication. We lived to the north of the city of Tripolis 
in Ano Kardara, near Levidi. 

During the summer of 2018 we resumed our excavation 
work in the Sanctuary of Zeus, both at the altar of Zeus 
at the southern peak of the mountain, and also in the 
mountain meadow, 200 m lower in elevation.  We 
fielded a total team of 40 students and staff, including 
faculty, and we worked together again with our Greek 
colleagues from the Arcadia Ephoreia of Antiquities.  
We used the Pneumatiko Kentro in the Village of Ano 
Karyes as our lab and our headquarters during the 
season, as we have done in the past.  The Greek team 
lived in several of the houses of Ano Karyes.

We continued our excavation from 2017 and 2016 in 
the area of the human burial close to the center of the 
altar of Zeus, where we uncovered a great deal of 
Neolithic, Bronze Age and Early Iron Age pottery, and 
many offerings, including more fragments of 
Mycenaean terracotta figurines. We were able to 
further define the area of the ‘architectural foundation’ 
at the summit of the southern peak, which appears to 
have been a major focus of activity on the altar.  The 
Greek Ephoreia worked nearby, continuing to clean 
one of Kourouniotis’ trenches from the early 20th 
century (see below).

George Davis completed his geological trench on the 
south side of the southern peak, revealing additional 
information about the tectonic faulting in the area of 
the Ash Altar and Temenos.
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Above: Pottery washing in the church courtyard. Pictured: Sara 
Kopunova, Bucky Stanton, Mara McNiff, George N. Davis, 
M.C. Cunningham, William Ludington, Katie Goyette, Lauren 
Oberlin, and Stephanie Savage

Above: Stephen Czujko and Valia Tsikritea excavating at the Ash 
Altar of Zeus on the southern peak of the mountain

Preparation and Lab Work

Excavation Season - Altar

Above: Stephanie Martin discussing the season results from the 
ash altar
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In the mountain meadow, site of the lower sanctuary, 
we continued our work in several areas at the western 
end of the stoa, where we have been working since 
2016. We found a series of walls at a higher elevation, 
and to the south, several rooms of Late Roman and 
Early Byzantine date.

We initiated a new trench to look for the so-called 
‘Hemicycle Building’ that was discovered by 
Kourouniotis in the early 20th century.  Digging to the 
west of the west end of the stoa we discovered elements 
of this building which is characterized as Ionic and 
with marble architectural elements. We will continue 
to work in this area to uncover the entire building.

In the 31 m long stone open-air corridor, extending 
from the eastern wall of the administrative building 
towards the north, we continued to clear a 3 m section 
in the middle of the structure. We found a good deal of 
Hellenistic pottery, roof tile fragments animal bone 
and at the lowest levels Classical pottery.  Also 
discovered was a chipped limestone surface, likely the 
pavement for the corridor. We initiated a trench beyond 
the north end of the corridor to look for the ground 
level outside of the stone arch so that we can excavate 
towards the corner of the arch next year.

In the space between the stoa, the fountain and the 
administrative building, we continued excavating a 
deep trench looking for what may be the Sanctuary of 
Pan, described by Pausanias in the second century C.E.  
We have found more parts of a hydraulic system as 
well as large limestone blocks and Classical pottery.  
We dug a trench in the interior of the administrative 
building looking for the floor surface and the levels of 
use.  During four days of heavy rain in our first week 
of excavation, we were obliged to bail out our deep 
trench of more than a meter of water several times.  A 
pedestrian surface survey was initiated in a limited 
area, roughly 100 x 500 m  immediately above the 
Krambova Spring outside the village of Ano Karyes.

Excavation Season - Lower Sanctuary

Above: Excavations at the western end of the stoa. Pictured: 
Alena Wigodner, Valia Tsikritea, Michaela Downing, Mara 
McNiff, and Katie Goyette.

Above: Clare Rasmussen with Panagiotis Halvas and Nikos 
Kostopoulos, working to the west of the stoa to find the  so-
called “hemicycle building”

Above: Excavations in the Corridor. Pictured: Liz Keyser, M.C. 
Cunningham, Grace Welch-Zaricor, and Sara Kopunova
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We have proposed to undertake a conservation and 
restoration project to maintain and preserve the 
architectural integrity of the east wall of the 
administrative building and the neighboring stone 
corridor to take place during the summers of 2021 and 
2022. This will call for a dedicated team of architects, 
and historic preservation specialists to study the many 
stone blocks and propose a restoration and conservation 
project to be carried out to completion. We initiated the 
preservation project this summer with the installation 
of a wooden lattice as support on the northeast corner 
of the building.

Excavation Season - Lower Sanctuary

Bailing operation underway in the trench where we are 
exploring for the Sanctuary of Pan, supervised by John Keck.
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Excavators working in the lab after lunch, writing up their 
notebook entries for the day

Julia Juhasz giving the end of season tour at the trench inside 
the Administrative Building (Xenon)

The wooden lattice construction at the northeast corner of the 
Administration building
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The Mt. Lykaion Excavation and Survey Project is a 
Greek - American research program, conducted under 
the auspices of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and 
Sports. The Greek side of the project is conducted by 
the Ephorate of Antiquities of Arcadia, directed by Dr. 
Anna-Vassiliki Karapanagiotou, Director of the 
Ephorate.

In 2018, the Greek team continued their excavation 
work at the altar of Lycaeus Zeus, while at the same 
time they resumed the excavation of the ancient Agno 
fountain one hundred meters lower in elevation on the 
southern peak.

At the altar of Lycaeus Zeus the Greek team completed 
excavation in the test trench ZK, where the Greek 
archaeologist K. Kourouniotis excavated early in the 
20th century. At the end of the excavation in trench 

ZK, bedrock was revealed with two similar holes that 
were probably manmade and were likely used as post 
holes. The holes were located in the south and north-
eastern section of the trench along an east-west axis. 
During excavation in trench ZK, pottery and tiles were 
collected which date from the Neolithic to the Roman 
period. Fragments of lamps with decoration were 
found, as well as a great number of miniature ceramic 
vessels. Moreover, various metal votive objects, a 
silver coin, and animal bones were collected.

The Greek team then continued with excavation in 
trench ZS, where the staff of the former Ephoreia of 
Laconia and Arcadia had excavated in the late 90’s. 
This trench is located south-southeast of trench ZK at 
a distance of 2.10 m. A small section of the originally 
excavated trench was investigated down to bedrock. 
No architectureal elements were found in this trench.  

Greek Team 2018: Sakelaraki Thomais, Nikos Rigopoulos, 
Ioanna Sotiropoulou, Alexis Gouvis, Nikoletta Plataniti, 
Georgios Tzemis, Anna Karapanagiotou, Ilias Iliopoulos, 
Dimitris Gouvis, Theoni Christofilou, and Anastasios Kechagias

Anastasios Kechagias, Theoni Christofilou, Georgios Tzemis, Dr. 
Anna Karapanagiotou, Ilias Iliopoulos, and Nikoletta Plataniti

Program Leader:
Dr. Anna Karapanagiotou

List of Participants:
Theoni Christofilou
Ioanna Sotiropoulou
Nikoletta Plataniti

Efstathia Soroli
Maria Koulogeorgiou

Konstantinos Chatzoudis
Gianne Konstantina

Giorgos Kappos
Georgios Tzemis
Ilias Iliopoulos

Dimitris Gouvis
Alexis Gouvis

Nikos Rigopoulos
Georgios Tsoukas
Dimitrios Psathas

Sakelaraki Thomais
Maria Kouroussia

2018 Arkadia Ephoreia Team
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The pottery found during excavation in trench ZS 
comes from different chronological periods, dating 
from the Neolithic to the late Classical period, and 
includes sherds from miniature offering vessels, lamps 
and ceramic vessels with decoration. Various metal 
offerings such as bronze tripods and coins were also 
found.

At the beginning of the 20th century, the Greek 
archaeologist K. Kourouniotis also excavated 
architectural remains of the famous Agno fountain 
where, according to Pausanias, religious ceremonies 
were held related to the altar of Lycaeus Zeus. In this 
area,  preliminary excavation work was carried out in 
the previous five year excavation program during the 
years 2006 - 2010. This year, the Greek team excavated 
areas around the Agno fountain, focusing on cleaning 
all localized architectural blocks as well as recording, 
photographing and updating the plans of the remains.

During the excavation of the founatain, the boundaries 
of the construction were revealed to the south and east. 
It was ascertained that the water drainage groove 
which had been found on the west side of the structure 
runs around the edge of the floor of the construction. 
Also a subsequent floor layer was revealed, which 
demonstrates the continued use of the fountain over 
time, since there was a need for repair.  An important 
finding of this year was the location of the geological 
layer that explains why the spring was formed at this 
point. We thank here Professor George Davis for his 
thoughtful remarks on this point. 

Additionally, the technical staff of the team, headed by 
Ms. E. Soroli, contributed to the study and to refilling 
trench HA, as well as buttressing the eastern corner at 
the Xenon - Administrative building which was carried 
out at the end of the excavation season (see above).

George Davis consulting with Anna Karapanagiotou at the Agno 
Fountain

Georgios Tzemis and Ilias Iliopoulos working in Trench ZS 
during the 2018 season

Arkadian Ephoreia Excavation

Excavations at the Ago Fountain, 2018. Pictured: Dimitris 
Gouvis, Alexis Gouvis, and Nikos Rigopoulous
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For the successful implementation of the 2018 research 
excavation program the permanent and temporary staff 
of the Ephorate of Antiquities contributed to all the 
efforts made. Last but not least, once more, the support 
and the hospitality of the president, Mr. Kyriakos 
Karayiannis, the Board of Directors and the associates 
of the Cultural Association “Lycaeus Zeus” of Ano 
Karyes, were crucial for the Greek team’s efforts.

Theoni Christofilou, Ioanna Sotiropoulou, Sakelaraki Thomais, 
and Maria Eugenia Kouroussia washing pottery in the church 
courtyard

Nota Pantzou at the Temple of Pan at Berekla

Arcadian Ephoreia Excavation

The eighth Parrhasian Heritage Park Field School was 
held for nine days between August 2-11 under the 
direction of Dr. David Gilman Romano.  Dr. Nota 
Pantzou was in charge of Ethnographic Studies.  This 
year we had a total of nine students, two Greek and 
seven  from the US.  The Field School is supported by 
the Mt. Lykaion Excavation and Survey Project and 
the Parrhasian Heritage Foundation.  Most of the effort 
of the Field School this year was devoted to installing 
wooden way-finding and trail-head signs on the Trail 
of Pan, between Ano Karyes in Arcadia and Neda in 
Messenia and to affixing new metal signs to the wooden 
posts. This included the area of the Temple of Pan at 
Berekla.

A group from the Field School under the direction of 
Nota Pantzou explored the area of the Boutouna Bridge 
in the area of the village of Lykaio. With the guidance 
of the President of the village, Elias Korolis, and 
together with volunteers from the villages of Lykaio 
and Lykosoura, the trail was cleaned of overgrown 
bushes and trees to reveal the path to the Bridge of 
Boutouna.

Several speakers came to the field school in Ano 
Karyes to present topics related to the future of the 
area. Kostis Philandros, the editor of the Megalopolis 
News, Ta Nea, spoke about issues of relevance to the 
greater Megalopolis area including the future of the 
electrical plant.

Nota Pantzou at the Boutouna Bridge near Lykaio
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Elias Angelopoulos came to speak to the Field School 
about the neighboring village of Isioma at the base of 
Mt. Lykaion and the new paleontological museum that 
is now under construction in their community.

During July, David Romano and Dimitris 
Papakonstantinou travelled to Patras to meet with Mr. 
Nikolaos Papatheodorou, the Administrative 
Coordinator of the Peloponnese, Western Greece, and 
the Ionian Islands, to present to them the environmental 
study of the area of the Parrhasian Heritage Park and to 
ask for his support.

On August 10, Nota Pantzou and David Gilman 
Romano made a formal presentation for the creation of 
the Parrhasian Heritage Park of the Peloponnesos to 
the Council of the City of Megalopolis where it was 
unanimously accepted and approved. Discussions are 
also underway with the Mayor’s office about a future 
archaeological museum to be built in Megalopolis.

Further information about the summer is found on our 
two websites at http://lykaionexcavation.org and 
http://parrhasianheritagepark.org   

Above: John Keck and Buck Roberson installing directional signs 
on the Trail of Pan

Above: Elias Angelopoulos discussing Isioma and the new 
paleontological museum

Above: Meeting of the Council of Megalopolis 2018 Parrhasian Heritage Park Field School participants
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2018 Parrhasian Heritage Park Field School

Program Instructors:
Dr. David Gilman Romano

Dr. Nota Pantzou

Tom Keating with his three Arcadian Fellowship recipients: 
Lauren Oberlin, Caroline Carter, and Najee Olya

Annette Merle-Smith with her six Arcadian Fellowship 
recipients: Lauren Alberti, Grace Welch-Zaricor, Christine 
Eichhorn, Clare Rasmussen, Rebekah McKay, and Liz Keyser

Final dinner at Abeliona with speeches and acknowledgements. Pictured: Mary 
Voyatzis acknowledging the support and assistance of the Abeliona Retreat Staff.

List of Participants:
Lauren Alberti

Vasilis Barkoulas
Christine Eichhorn
Christine Hibshman

Julia Juhasz

John Keck
Kelly Moss

Buck Roberson
Eleni Tzounopoulou

Angel Voyatzis with her Arcadian 
Fellowship recipient: Angel Bustamente



Mt. Lykaion Excavation and Survey Project
Report of Activities

Summer 2018

Circle of Zeus:
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Karabots
Ms. Annette Merle-Smith
Ms. Dorothy Dinsmoor
Mr. James H. Ottaway, Jr.
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Arch Brown
Ms. Susan W. and Mr. Cummins Catherwood, Jr.
Ms. Betty Edmonson
† Mr. and Mrs. Edward K. Hueber
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Keating
Mr. Brian Kelly
Mr. John J. Medveckis
Mr. and Mrs. J. Barton Riley
Mr. and Mrs. Cole Davis

Friends of Mt. Lykaion:
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Adamson
Mr. J. Richard Duffield
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Fasseas
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Foster
† Mr. and Mrs. Guy Ferro
Ms. Adaline Frelinghuysen
Mr. Frederick Frelinghuysen
Mr. Theodore Frelinghuysen
Col. and Mrs. Thomas Guenther
Mr. and Mrs. James Hays
Dr. Eleni Hasaki
Ms. Janis and Hermann Hastreiter
Ms. Ginny Healy
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Hinderaker
Dr. Gregory Hodgins and Dr. Gretchen Gibbs
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Jennings
Ms. Nancy Jensen
Dr. J.P. Jones
† Ms. Claire Kolins
Ms. Sharon Langley
Mr. Leon Limperis
Mr. and Mrs. William Lomicka
Mr. Christopher Klauser Long
Mr. Neil E. Matthew
Ms. Suzanne D. May and Mr. Philip G. May

 

Friends of Mt. Lykaion:
Mr. Robert McQuiston
Mr. and Mrs. William Moeller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mundheim
Ms. Jamie Musselman
Mr. Alexander Nagel
Ms. Sallie Naylor
† Mr. Ned Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Terry O’Connor
† Ms. Dorothy Olson
Ms. Sandra L. Olson
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Ott
Mr. Daniel J. Peters & Dr. Annette Kolodny
Dr. George Papanicolaou
Mr. Eleftherios Papaninolaou
Mr. and Mrs. David Park
Ms. Pamela Prezak
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Randolph
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah Reedy
Mr. and Mrs. John Rice
Ms. Karen Robinson
Dr. and Mrs. David Gilman Romano
† Mr. and Mrs. George Rosenberg
Dr. Peter Salomon & Ms. Patricia Morgan
Mr. Curtis Scaife
Ms. Cita Scott & Mr. Harry George
† Mr. Sidney Searles
Ms. Heather Sigworth
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Stafilopatis
Dr. Ann Steiner
Ms. Janin Struminger
Ms. Jane Swicegood
Ms. Beatrice F. van Roijen
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wynn
Ms. Margaret Wilson
Mrs. Peter Yiannos
Mr. Jerome B. Spier
Ms. Vasiliki M. Spier
Ms. Angel Voyatzis
Dr. Mary E. Voyatzis
Mr. Daniel Wachtler

For further information about the project, please contact:
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Dr. Anna Karapanagiotou
akarapanagiotou@gmail.com

Dr. Mary E. Voyatzis
mev@email.arizona.edu
(520) 621-3446

Dr. David Gilman Romano	
dgromano@email.arizona.edu
(520) 621-5343

To donate to the project, visit https://anthropology.arizona.edu/donate and indicate “Friends of Mt. Lykaion” in the 
memo field. Or, checks should be made out to the UA Foundation/Anthropology, indicating the “Friends of Mt. Lykaion” 
in the memo and may be mailed to the University of Arizona School of Anthropology, 1009 E. South Campus Drive • 
Tucson, Arizona 85721.

We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following, who have contributed to the ongoing 
success of the project:
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University of Arizona, College of Humanities
University of Arizona, International Programs
Hellenic Cultural Foundation of Tucson, Arizona
Hellenic University Club, Philadelphia
Hellenic University Club, Wilmington, Delaware
The University of Pennsylvania Museum of 

Archaeology and Anthropology
Graduate Group in the Art and Archaeology of the 

Mediterranean World, University of Pennsylvania
The Phillips Exeter Academy
Graduate Group in Ancient History, University of Pennsylvania

              Foundations
The Karabots Foundation in honor of Constance 

Chrisomalis Karabots from Anavriti, Sparta 
(which overlooks Mt. Lykaion) and George        
Karabots of Malandreni, Argos

The Arete Foundation
The Samuel H. Kress Foundation
The Frelinghuysen Foundation
The 1984 Foundation
Institute for Aegean Prehistory (INSTAP)
The Wallace Foundation
The National Science Foundation
National Geographic Committee for Research and Exploration
Parrhasian Heritage Foundation

Ms. Annette Merle-Smith
Mr. James H. Ottaway, Jr.
Ms. Dorothy Dinsmoor
Ms. Jan Elliott
Ms.​ ​Beatrice​ ​F.​ ​van​ ​Roijen
Ms. Adaline Frelinghuysen
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Amend

Local Support in Greece:
President of the Hellenic Republic, His Excellency Prokopis

Pavlopoulos
Dr. Petros Tatoulis, Governor of the Peloponnese
Ephoreia of Antiquities of Arcadia, Tripolis
American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Cultural Society of Ano Karyes, Arkadia, ‘O 
       Lykaios Dias,’ Kyriakos Karagiannis, President
Kastanochoroi Cultural Society, 

Elias Pavlopoulos, President
Lykaion Cultural Society, 

George Thomopoulos, President
Mayor of Andania, Mr. Giorgos Diagoupes
Mayor of Andritsaina, Mr. Trifon Athanasopoulos
Mayor of Eira, Mr. Giannis Adamopoulos
Mayor of Gortynos, Mr. Kostas Michopoulos
Mayor of Megalopolis, Arcadia, 

Mr. Dionysios Papadopoulos
Mayor of Phalaisias, Mr. Yiannis Phousekis
Mayor of Phigaleia, Mr. Yiannis Pipiles
Mayor of Tripolis, Arcadia,

Mr. Alexandros Kotsianis
Nomarchis of Arcadia,
       Mr. Demetrios Konstandopoulos
Patriotic Societies Union of Lykosoura, 

Kyriakos Karagiannis, President
Parrhasian Heritage Park Society,
       Photis Zois, President
       Angelos Dendrinos, Director
Syllogos of Ano Karyes, Arcadia
       Kyriakos Karagiannis, President
Vastas Cultural Society, Photis Zois, President
Nicholaos Tsiamoulos, Ostra Menalon Luxury Suites
Spyros Angelopoulos, Abeliona Retreat
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