
The Mt. Lykaion Excavation and Survey Project conducted the first of its 
five year series of excavation seasons from June 15 to July 29, 2016 as a 
synergasia project between the University of Arizona and the Ephoreia of 
Arcadian Antiquities in Tripolis, working under the auspices of the American 

School of Classical Studies at Athens.
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For our first week, June 7-14, seven of us, under the 
direction of Mary Voyatzis, worked in our apotheke, 
located at 32 Heroon Polytechnion in Tripolis, opposite 
the Archaeological Museum, in preparation for our 
first excavation season in 6 years.   We reorganize the 
storage of antiquities in the apotheke, making 
preparations for the new finds that the next five years 
of excavation will produce.  Analysis of the terracotta 
roof tiles from the lower sanctuary was also successfully 
concluded by Dr. Phil Sapirstein. We lived to the north 
of the city of Tripolis in Ano Kardara, near Levidi. 

Most of the students arrived at the Athens International 
Airport on June 15 and were transported to Ambeliona 
to the Epohes Hotel, our residence for the summer. Our 
typical day included breakfast at 6:15, transportation 
to the site in vans at 6:45 with work underway at the 
site or the village by 7:15. We maintained our lab in the 
Pneumatiko Kentro, the Cultural Center in Ano Karyes, 
where our registrar, Natalie Gleason, and team worked 
and Mary Voyatzis, as the Director of finds, processed 
and catalogued excavated objects during the day. 
Washing pottery was an important part of the daily 
activities in the lab. The topographical team under the 
direction of Matt Pihokker and our architectural team 
under the direction of Audrey Gusick also utilized lab 
space during the season. Our conservator, Villy Zafeiri, 
had her conservation lab in the basement of the same 
building. 

During the afternoons we had occasional lectures and 
seminars in the lab relating to our database, Kronos, 
under the supervision of Stephanie Martin. The 
Cultural Center had a high speed internet connection 
(see below) which made it the place for database work, 
research, email activities for every member of the 
excavation team.
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Excavations were resumed at the Sanctuary of Zeus in 
2016. The co-directors of the project are Dr. Anna 
Karapanagiotou, Director of the  Ephoreia of  Arcadian 
Antiquities, Dr. David Gilman Romano and Dr. Mary 
Voyatzis, both of the University of Arizona.  The work 
was made possible through the generosity of 
individuals, private foundations, and Greek-American 
supporters from the United States.  The financial 
support of Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Karabots of Fort 
Washington, Pa. and Ms. Annette Merle-Smith of 
Princeton, New Jersey continues to be of major 
importance.  The project also received important recent 
support from the National Geographic Society 
Committee on Research and Exploration, the 1984 

Foundation and INSTAP, the Institute for Aegean 
Prehistory.  The Politistikos Syllogos of Ano Karyes 
and its President, Mr. Kyriakos Karagiannis, and its 
former President Mr. Christos Koumoundouros, have 
continued to support all of our efforts in Arcadia.  The 
owner of the Epohes Hotel in the village of Ambeliona, 
Spyros Angelopoulos, also provided food and 
accommodation at a greatly reduced price for our entire 
team. This was our thirteenth continuous year of work 
at the site of Mt. Lykaion, and our first excavation 
season after five study seasons, 2011-2015, following 
five years of excavation, 2006-2010, and two years of 
preliminary geophysical and topographical survey, 
2004-2005.

Introduction and Acknowledgements

Villy Zafeiri working in the conservation lab in the Cultural Center.

Billie Rolla studies tiles while Bekah McKay, Giolina 
Oikonomopoulou, and Kelly Moss wash pottery outside the lab.

2016 excavation at the Lower Sanctuary

Stephanie Martin, Billie Rolla, Natalie Gleason, Kelly Moss 
working on the movement of the boxes of finds in preparation for 
5 new years of excavation: 2016-2020.

Preparation and Lab Work
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2016 Mt. Lykaion Team
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Ministry of Culture, President of the 
Republic, and the American School of 
Classical Studies

During the summer of 2016 the resumption of our 
excavation work in the Sanctuary of Zeus was 
conducted both at the altar of Zeus at the southern peak 
of the mountain and also in the mountain meadow, 200 
m lower in elevation.  We fielded a team of 35 students 
and staff and worked together with our Greek 
colleagues from the Arcadia Ephoreia. 

New discoveries were made in the lower mountain 
meadow, site of the lower sanctuary.  Some of the 
highlights include large scale excavation within the 
area of the 67m long stoa (colonnaded building) 
constructed in the 4th century BC, under the direction 
of Travis Hill and Clare Rasmussen. A number of 
Byzantine walls were exposed and cleared. Liz Keyser 
and Pooja Ponukollu excavated two trenches, one near 
the seats/steps and another on the east side of the 
administrative building where they were able to dig 
and document the foundation trench.

A large circular form 23m in diameter, visible from 
Google Earth, was identified to the west of the Stoa,  
south of the administrative building, and to the east of 
the fountain house. Excavations, directed by John 
Keck and Jake Ashton, revealed two well preserved 
water channels, a stone water basin, and the beginning 
of what may be a stone wall, perhaps to be associated 
with the Sanctuary of Pan, known to be in the area 
from the ancient author Pausanias.  

Our project is a synergasia between the University of 
Arizona, and the Arcadian Ephorate of Antiquities 
directed by Dr. Anna Karapanagiotou, under the 
auspices of the American School of Classical Studies 
in Athens. Anna Karapanagiotou and her team worked 
with us during the course of the summer with a very 
successful outcome. During the season we were 
fortunate to have the visit of  Dr. James Wright, 
Director of the American School of Classical Studies. 
Towards the end of the season, we were honored to 
have a visit from Dr. Maria Vlazaki, General Secretary 
of the Ministry of Culture. David Romano was 
delighted to give Dr. Vlazaki and her colleagues a tour 
of the altar and the lower sanctuary.

Top left: Travis Hill and Clare Rasmussen excavating Byzantine 
wall foundations found in the Stoa in Trench DD. 
Bottom left: Liz Keyser and Pooja Ponukollu excavating the 
Administration Building foundation trench.
Right: Laura Revelt drawing terra-cotta pipes in trench PP

Excavation in the Lower Sanctuary

Top: David Romano, Mary Voyatzis, Anna Karapanagiotou, 
James Wright.
Bottom: Dr. Maria Vlazaki (center left) on a tour of the altar 
with her colleague from the Ministry of Culture (far left), Ioanna 
Sotiropoulou, Eleni Psathi, Theoni Christophilou, and David 
Romano.

Mary Voyatzis, President Prokopis Pavlopoulos, Costas Cassios, 
David Romano in the Presidential Megaron in Athens on July 6, 
2016.

Our friend and colleague, Costas Cassios, Emeritus 
Professor of the Natural Environment at the National 
Technical University of Athens, arranged for Mary 
Voyatzis and David Romano to meet with the President 
of the Republic of Greece, Prokopis Pavlopoulos, in 
the Presidential Megaron in Athens, to discuss the 
Parrhasian Heritage Park of the Peloponnesos proposal. 
President Pavlopoulos promised to work directly with 
the Mt. Lykaion Excavation and Survey project to 
bring about a successful outcome.
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Excavation in the Lower SanctuaryExcavation in the Lower Sanctuary
Within the hippodrome, the only visible example in the 
Greek world, the racecourse floor was exposed during 
excavation under the direction of Jay Stephens. Also 
restudied from the 2009 season, is a area of burning 
with a large cluster of big rocks. From Carbon 14 
dating we know that the burning dates back to at least 
the 7th century B.C.

Work in the area of the 4th century bath facility, under 
the direction of Anna Karapanagiotou, has revealed 
walls from earlier levels. One area was excavated as a 
result of the physical above ground remote sensing 
done in the area by Apostolos Sarris.  Another area was 
investigated as the result of the Blouet drawing of 
1831. 

In the administrative building, excavations revealed 
the interior eastern wall and floor of this large and 
diverse building. In addition, a large, painted terracotta 
sima block, a part of the roof decoration, was uncovered, 
conserved and removed to our lab and apotheke. 
Hundreds of roof tiles were recovered from this trench, 
the apparent result of the collapse of the roof.

Excavation continued in the stone lined corridor, which 
has been found to be 31m in length. An impressive 
stone staircase of  9 steps was discovered at the south 
end of the mid 4th century B.C. structure, and a large 
stone archway was found at the north end.  The corridor 
was presumably the passageway through which 

Top: Jay Stephens proudly displaying the Hippodrome floor.
Middle: Manolis Petrakis and Villy Zafeiri excavating and 
conserving the sima block.
Bottom: Plan drawing of the Corridor as of 2016. Drawn by Iro 
Kalargirou, Audrey Gusick, Laura Revelt.

Top: Newly excavated stairs leading into the corridor
Bottom: The Architecture Team working on documenting the 
archway (bottom) in the corridor.

Michalis Mantzouras, Lauren Dreyfuss, Dominque Cantave, and 
Panagiotis Halvas celebrate the successful extraction of a small 
pot found by the workmen in the corridor.

athletes would have descended from the sanctuary 
towards the hippodrome and stadium. 

During late June, following a torrential “100 year” 
rainfall over the course of a weekend, a number of the 
polygonal blocks of the corridor fell out of place. As a 
part of our conservation and consolidation of the 
corridor and the lower sanctuary, our excellent 
workmen were able to replace and secure the stone 
blocks into the walls of the corridor. They also were 
able to remove were able to remove to the side of the 
corridor, blocks that had fallen within the walls during 
antiquity in the first stage of further consolidation and 
reconstruction. The workmen, all of whom come from 
the neighboring villages, include Thanasis Xristeas, 
Panagiotis Halvas, Elias Korolis, Ioannes Kondos, 
Fotis Tzevelekos, Costas Kostopoulos and Michalis 
Mantzouras. 
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High Speed Internet at the Site Left: Iro Kalargirou, Kyle Mahoney, Matt Pihokker, Ioanna 
Sotiropoulou, work in Trench Z.
Top and bottom right: Stephanie Martin, Lauren Alberti, Stephen 
Czujko, Bekah McKay sift ash from the altar.

Left: Lauren Dreyfuss uses a tablet to upload information using the new high speed internet that was installed on site.
Right: The 2016 Mt. Lykaion Excavation and Survey Team in front of the newly installed information kiosk near the Hippodrome.

For the first time this summer, high speed internet was 
available to the excavation at the site of the lower 
sanctuary and in the Pneumatiko Kentro in Ano Karyes.  
This was the result of the work of Nick Stapp, Assistant 
Director of GIS and Spatial Analytics, that had been 
underway for over 7 years.  The Greek Research 
Network (GRnet), representing Internet 2 in Greece, 
was responsible for setting up a link from Tripolis at 
the University of the Peloponnesos to the site of the 
Sanctuary of Zeus at Mt. Lykaion. This link was 
facilitated by means of a microwave signal that 
originated in Tripolis and was beamed to a relay station 
on Mt. Doliana in the southeast Peloponnesos (12.7 
miles) and then redirected to the Sanctuary of Zeus 
across the Peloponnesos (27.4 miles).  The total length 
of the relay was 40.1 miles!  The microwave receiver 
was placed on top of our wooden kiosk at the 
hippodrome and it was powered by several solar 
panels.  The Greek Research Network found a grant 
for much of this installation from European Community 

From a trench located near the center of the mountain 
top, and close to a man-made platform of stones, a 
human burial was found in the sacrificial altar, within 
a simple border of field stones on the long sides, and 
with an east-west orientation.  The length of the 
skeleton is 1.52 meters.  The central portion of the 
burial was covered with stone slabs over the pelvis 
area. Several ancient literary sources mention rumors 
that human sacrifice took place at the altar, but up until 
a few weeks ago there has been no trace whatsoever of 
human bones discovered at the site. Preliminary 
analysis suggests that the skeleton was that of an 
adolescent, and the ceramic evidence found with the 
body suggests that the burial was made during the 
eleventh century B.C., after the collapse of the 
Mycenaean palaces at the time of transition from the 
end of the Late Bronze Age to the Early Iron Age.  
Scientific analyses of the bones will be undertaken 
immediately, and although it is premature to speculate 
on the nature of the death of the individual, the 
prominent location of the burial within the sacrificial 
altar, and its east-west orientation, indicate its 
significance. A press release was made available 
through the Greek Ministry of Culture website and 
newspaper stories followed the story from around the 
world.

Excavation of the Altar
funding and we are most grateful for this application.  
Our new Mt. Lykaion supporters from Tucson, Cole 
and Jeannie Davis, were kind enough to provide us 
with a generous donation to purchase the solar panels 
and other associated equipment for the internet 
installation as well as Ipads and Samsung tablets for 
each trench so that all of our excavators had access to 
this onsite high speed internet that is recorded at 80 
mbps.  Our colleague at the GRnet is Yanis Mitsos who 
has worked hard to make this happen this summer and 
we are very grateful to him for this accomplishment.  
Next year we are planning to install a second microwave 
receiver and solar panels at the chapel of Profitis Elias 
at the southern peak of the mountain that would provide 
internet service for the excavators working at the altar 
of Zeus.  The same high speed internet service was 
available in our lab in the village of Ano Karyes and 
where we undertook our registrarial activities during 
the days.
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Excavation of the Altar

Top: The excavated burial from the altar of Zeus.
Bottom: Assistant Director of Survey, Matt Pihokker, using the 
total station on the Altar .

We had a large team working at the altar including 
Stephanie Martin, Trench Supervisor, Stephen Czujko, 
Lauren Alberti, Bekah McKay and Kyle Mahoney, 
Assistant Field Director.  With the discovery of the 
human burial it was our immediate objective to find a 
physical anthropologist to help us excavate the human 
remains.  Through the courtesy of the Director of the 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Dr. 
James Wright, we were able to have the expertise of 
Dr. Eleanna Prevedorou, a recent Ph.D. from Arizona 
State University, who works in the Wiener Lab of the 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens.  
Eleanna came to Mt. Lykaion almost immediately and 
worked with us for 3 weeks.  

The excavation of a human burial is a very time 
intensive process and such was the case with our burial.  
The largely intact human skeleton lying in a supine 
position was found in an east-west orientation.  
Bordered by flat mostly vertical field stones on the 
sides of the skeleton, there were no stones at the ends.  
The central portion of the body was covered by stones 
but it was otherwise exposed. The human skeleton was 
resting on or close to the bedrock of the altar, and had 
no evidence of burning.

Immediately to the east of the burial was found an area 
of ceramic dedications that was on top of a jumble of 
rocks.  To the east of the area of dedications was located 
the ‘architectural feature’ that attracted us to this area 
of the altar when discovered in 2009 and 2010.  We do 
not know the cause of death nor the identity of the 
individual.  The date of the burial is also unknown 
although ceramic evidence under the stones covering 
the central portion of the skeleton suggest a date in the 
11th century B.C. Our architectural team, including 
Audrey Gusick as Assistant Director, Laura Revelt and 
Iro Kalagirou all participated in drawing the human 

Top right: Eleanna Prevedorou cleaning and studying the burial
Middle right: Audrey Gusick drawing the burial
Bottom right: Drawing of the burial done by Audrey Gusick with 
Iro Kalargirou.
Left: Trench Z excavtaion team before the skeleton was removed 
for further study. David Romano, Stephen Czujko, Eleanna 
Prevedorou, Lauren Alberti, Bekah McKay, Stephanie Martin, 
Kyle Mahoney.

burial, the bordering field stones and the stones which 
comprised the architectural platform.  

By the end of July, with the permission of the Arcadian 
Ephoreia of Antiquities, the skeleton had been removed 
to the Malcom H. Wiener Laboratory of the American 
School of Classical Studies at Athens for further study 
and the field stones of the burial were taken to our 
apotheke in Tripolis. Scientific study and analysis of 
the skeleton will be carried  out during the course of 
the year.  Scientific tests will include Carbon 14 dating 
of the skeleton, possibly DNA, and various isotopic 
analyses of bone and teeth that may lead to an 
understanding of the diet and place of origin of the 
individual.

Excavation of the Altar

10 50 100cm
N

Trench Z
Altar
2016
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Katerina Papadopoulou giving a lecture about Cultural Heritage 
in Greece and its legal structure.

John Keck and Alex Weber install the kiosk roof.

Pat Playdon, Kyle Mahoney, Vasilis Barkoulas, Alex Weber, John 
Keck with an installed trail head sign post.

Tom Keating with Alex Weber and Jake Ashton following the move 
and reconstruction of the spitakia.  A HUGE JOB!

Parrhasian Heritage Park Field School Sign and Kiosk Installation

Top: Park team exploring the trail to St. George.
Middle: Park team on the summit of St. George.
Bottom: Students learning about trail creation and signage  
outside Ambeliona.

The sixth Parrhasian Heritage Park Field School was 
held for ten days between August 3-12 under the 
direction of Dr. David Gilman Romano.  Dr. Nota 
Pantzou was in charge of Ethnographic Studies and 
Mr. Mark Davison served as Director of Park Planning.  
The Field School is supported by the Mt. Lykaion 
Excavation and Survey Project and the Parrhasian 
Heritage Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) in the US.  The work 
of the Park Field School was divided into several 
categories. The students participated in studies of 
landscape character, trail blazing, trail mapping, and 
sign design.  A number of the Greek students continued 
to gather information about community history and 
ethnography from local residents and from books and 
periodicals. The main goals of the Field School this 
summer were to continue to install the wooden posts 
and kiosks in the landscape and to affix the metal signs 
to them. We finished the installation of the kiosk in the 
area of the hippodrome near the Lower Sanctuary of 
Zeus at Mt. Lykaion and installed a second kiosk in the 
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List of Participants:
Eleni Tzounopoulou

Eirini Grapsa
Ioanna Pachi
Fani Kazantzi

Vasilis Barkoulas
Kelly Moss

Patrick Playdon
Audrey Gusick

Lauren Dreyfuss
Dr. Kyle Mahoney

Alex Weber
Titus Frelinghuysen

Iro Kalargirou
Laura Revelt
John Keck

Program Instructors:
Dr. David Gilman Romano

Dr. Mary Voyatzis
Dr. Costas Cassios
Mr. Mark Davison

Mr. Patrick Playdon
Dr. Nota Pantzou

Visiting Speakers:
Dr. Katerina Papadopoulou

Dr. Michael Corbishley

2015 Parrhasian Heritage Park Field School

plataia at Neda in Messenia. Towards the end of the 
Field School we held a community meeting in 
Ambeliona which is near the center of the Parrhasian 
Heritage Park.  We had approximately 50 individuals 
in attendance, including members of the local 
community, the Parrhasian Park Planning team, 
representatives of the Parrhasian Heritage Park Society 
and the student participants of the Parrhasian Heritage 
Field School. Further information is available on our 
website http://parrhasianheritagepark.org
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We gratefully acknowledge the support of the 
following, who have contributed to the ongoing 
success of the project:

cIrcle oF Zeus:
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Karabots
Ms. Annette Merle-Smith
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Mr. James H. Ottaway, Jr.
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Mr. and Mrs. Jack Foster
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Mr. and Mrs. Jim Jennings
Ms. Claire Kolins
Ms. Sharon Langley
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Mr. and Mrs. William Lomicka
Mr. Christopher Klauser Long

FrIends oF Mt. lykaIon: 
Mr. Neil E. Matthew
Mr. Robert McQuiston
Mr. and Mrs. William Moeller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mundheim
Ms. Jamie Musselman
Mr. Alexander Nagel
Ms. Sallie Naylor
Mr. Ned Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Terry O’Connor
Ms. Dorothy Olson
Ms. Sandra L. Olson
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Ott
Mr. Daniel J. Peters & Dr. Annette Kolodny
Dr. George Papanicolaou
Mr. and Mrs. David Park
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Randolph
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah Reedy
Mr. and Mrs. John Rice
Ms. Karen Robinson
Dr. and Mrs. David Gilman Romano
Mr. and Mrs. George Rosenberg
Dr. Peter Salamon & Ms. Patricia Morgan
Mr. Curtis Scaife
Ms. Cita Scott & Mr. Harry George
Mr. Sidney Searles*
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Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wynn
Mr. Daniel Wachtler

For further information about the project, please contact:
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Dr. David Gilman Romano   
dgromano@email.arizona.edu
(520) 621-5343

Dr. Mary E. Voyatzis
mev@email.arizona.edu
(520) 621-3446

Mt. Lykaion Excavation and Survey Project
 http://lykaionexcavation.org
Parrhasian Heritage Park
 http://parrhasianheritagepark.org
U of A Mediterranean Archaeology Program
 http://anthropology.arizona.edu/mediterranean

Field school participants in front of the new Academy Building
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James H. Ottaway, Jr.
James H. Ottaway, Jr.

Peter Salomon
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Betty Edmonson
Brian Kelly

Stephanie Martin
Kelly Moss
Alex Weber

Clare Rasmussen
Matt Pihokker

Travis Hill
Valia Tsikritea

Stephen Czujko
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Natalie Gleason
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John Keck
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Contributions of text from D.G. Romano, M.E. Voyatzis, N. Pantzou and photographs from 
T. Frelinghuysen, D.G. Romano, N. Pantzou
Brochure Creation by A. Gusick and D.G. Romano.

 A number of meetings were held in Athens during 
early June in preparation of our 2016 excavation 
season at Mt. Lykaion.  David Romano met with 
representatives of the Patriotikos Syllogos of Lykaios 
Dias of Ano Karyes in Athens to talk about the 
upcoming summer and the arrangements for the village 
of Ano Karyes.  Attending the meeting were Mr.
Koumoundouros, Mr. Karagiannis, Dr. Tzebelekos 
and Mr. Romano.  A meeting was held in Psychico, 
Athens, with Costas Cassios, Dimitris 
Papakonstantinou, Nota Pantzou and David Romano 
having to do with the proposal for the Parrhasian 
Heritage Park of the Peloponnesos.  Dimitris 
Papkonstantinou brought a copy of the two volume 
study of the area of the  Park.  Another meeting was 
held in mid-June in Ano Karyes where Mary Voyatzis, 
Tom Keating and David Romano met with the leaders 
of the Local Society of Lykaion Zeus to further discuss 
the use of the buildings in Ano Karyes.  At that time 
we were give a tour of the newly completed Academy 
building that includes a high-tech assembly area on the 
first floor and open space together with bathrooms and 
showers on the ground floor. Next door is a new dining 
room and kitchen and a beautiful plataia to be utilized 
together with the Academy Building. This complex 
will be available for use in future summers of work. 
We have proposed and the local society has accepted 
our name for the building as the ‘Parrhasian Heritage 
Park Field School Headquarters’ for the years to come.  

Meetings and Local Support

Top: Christos Koumoundouros, Kyriakos Karagiannis and Dr. 
Tzebelekos with David Romano in Athens.
middle: Nota Pantzou, Dimitris Papakonstantinou, Costas 
Cassios and David Romano meeting in Psychico, Athens.
Bottom: Nota Pantzou and David Romano speaking at the 
meeting in Ambeliona about the Parrhasian Heritage Park.


